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In Oct. 5 comments to reporters, National Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal Nacional de Elecciones,
TNE) president Juan Ramon Martinez said his organization had assumed a commitment with a
delegation of international electoral observers to carry out a thorough purge of voter lists in time
for the scheduled Nov. 28 general elections. Martinez said he had assured the Organization of
American States's (OAS) observer mission that the purge will be at least 90% complete by Oct. 15, at
the latest. Since September, an OAS delegation headed by Fernando Sancho has been evaluating a
series of complaints filed by opposition parties regarding potential fraud in the upcoming elections.
Most of the complaints center on irregularities in the voter lists. According to calculations of the
opposition Liberal Party, the lists include the names of about 100,000 persons who have not yet
reached voting age; 22,000 members of the military, who are barred by law from voting; 50,000
foreign nationals residing in Honduras; and 80,000 deceased persons. In addition, the Liberals assert
that some 300,000 eligible voters will not be able to cast ballots on election day, either because their
names do not appear on the lists at all or because they are listed with the wrong address. In total,
the Liberals allege that 21% of the 2.6 million names on the election rosters contain mistakes. TNE
president Martinez confirmed that the lists which have not been purged since the early 1980s do
indeed include thousands of names of deceased persons, members of the military, and foreigners,
although he would not comment on the accuracy of the Liberal Party's total estimates. He expressed
confidence, nonetheless, that the majority of irregularities will be cleared up in time for elections.
(Source: Agence France-Presse, 10/05/93)
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